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VISITING THE PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE 
A Tour of Methodism in Northern New Jersey! 

William T. Noll 

In 1771, Francis Asbury arrived in America, one of the handful of 
itinerant preachers sent from England to the New World by John Wesley 
to minister among the people called Methodists. From then until his death 
in 1816, Asbury travelled throughout the country preaching the Gospel, sav- 
ing souls, establishing Methodist classes and societies, and presiding over 
the organization and growth of Methodism in America. Along the way, he 
made dozens of visits to the land which now makes up the Northern New 
Jersey Conference of the United Methodist Church. 

In this volume, we will trace three of Asbury's journeys through North- 
ern New Jersey, those of 1789, 1811, and 1813. In so doing, we will survey 
the wide variety of United Methodist churches and the communities they 
serve. Some of the roads that we travel will be quiet rtiral lanes, others busy 
urban highways; some will pass through places of scenic beauty, others 
through examples of New Jersey's industrial might or urban blight. Hopeful- 
ly, we will come to a deeper appreciation of the challenges and opportunities 
facing Methodists in Northern New Jersey. 

Our primary source for the journey is the research of the former Presi- 
dent of our Cojiference Historic^ Society, the late Vernon B. Hampton. Dr. 
Hampton was a Research Editor of the Francis Asbury Journal and Letters, and 
Editor of the Newark Conference Centennial History. As a part of his research. 
Dr. Hampton travelled the roads described in Asbury's Journal and was able 
to correct many misunderstandings of Methodist historians as to the exact 
location of the places Asbury stopped and preached and stayed. This book 
is dedicated to his memory. 
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A word about the directions given in this hook. Every attempt has been made 
to make them clear, simple, and correct as of early 1988. But every year roads are 
built and rebuilt, new intersections and interchanges constructed, additional signs 
and traffic signals are installed, and old signs are removed. Anyone seeking to make 
the journeys described should carry at least a well-detailed state highway map. County 
street maps would also be useful aids. 


FRANCIS ASBURY'S 1813 TOUR OF NORTHEAST NEW JERSEY 
AND ROCKLAND COUNTY. N. Y. 

Take the Garden State Parkway, New Jersey Turnpike, Interstate #287 orU.S. 
#9 to N.J. #440 East. Follow #440 East into PERTH AMBOY, and take the last 
exit before the toll bridge to Staten Island, "State Street". Follow this ramp toward 
Perth Amboy, and take State Street. Pass under two railroad bridges and continue 
to the next traffic light. Turn left here on Buckingham Avenue. Go two blocks and 
turn right on High Street. Take High St. and watch for Simpson U.M.C. on your 
right. 

We begin otir visit to Northern New Jersey Methodism as Francis Asbury 
did, in PERTH AMBOY. Asbury preached his hrst sermon within our con- 
ference botmds here in 1772, observing that "The congregation at Amboy 
was small, and they appeared to be such as cared little for the Gospel; so 
that my hope for that place is but slender." The present congregation, Simp- 
son U.M.C. was founded in 1792. Ezekiel Cooper, Henry Clay, and Presi- 
dent Martin Van Buren helped to build the first sanctuary. The present 
building dates from 1866; the cornerstone being laid by Bishop Matthew 
Simpson. The congregation is developing an active ministry among Hispanic 
residents of Perth Amboy, and their hope for the future is strong indeed, 
Asbury's prediction to the contrary. 

While in Perth Amboy, visit the restored historic seaport district just 
a few blocks from the church. 

Return via State St. to N.J. #440 West. At interchange with N.J. Turnpike 
(#1-95) follow signs for County #514 East, Woodbridge Avenue. Pass the intersec- 
tion with County #501, and watch for the Wesley U.M.C. in EDISON, on your left. 

Perth Amboy was also the original home of Wesley U.M.C., now located 
in nearby EDISON. With help from members of Simpson Church, a group 
of Danish and Norwegian immigrants living in this seaport city formed a 
class meeting in 1869. Several of these Methodists had been converted on 
"Bethelship", a ship which had been purchased as a mission to Scandina- 
vian sailors and anchored at a pier in New York Harbor. Among the con- 
verts on "Bethelship" was the famous singer, the "Swedish Nightingale" 
Jenny Lind. 
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Simpson Methodist, Perth Amboy, N.J. 


Rahway United Methodist Church 


In 1874 the Danish-Norwegian Conference sent a pastor to serve the 
growing congregation in Perth Amboy, and two years later a church was 
built. Worship services were held in the English language beginning in 1899. 
The move to Edison was accomplished in 1960. 

Continue East on County #514, which becomes Main St. in WOODBRIDGE. 
Cross over the Turnpike and Parkway, under U.S. #9, and through the intersec- 
tion with N.J. #35. The church will be on your right. 

WOODBRIDGE has a unique history in Methodism. The church pro- 
perty was originally owned by Quakers, with a Friends' meeting house and 
cemetery. George Whitefield, the eighteenth century evangelist and close 
friend to John and Charles Wesley, preached in Woodbridge in 1740. Fran- 
cis Asbury visited Woodbridge in 1792. The congregation was organized in 
1832, and has been located on the present site since 1870. 

Continuing East on County #514, bear left at the monument onto Rahway Ave. 
(still #514 East) Cross U.S. #1 and #9, and turn left at the next light onto Milton 
Avenue. The next light on Milton Avenue is at Main Street in RAHWAY, with 
Trinity U.M.C. on the comer. Turn right on Main Street, right at the light onto 
Elizabeth Avenue, and left at the light onto Grand Ave. First U.M.C. will be on 
Grand Ave. on the left. 

In RAHWAY we begin to trace the journey that Francis Asbiuy made 
to Northern New Jersey in 1813. Methodism in this community can be traced 
to the ministry of William Watters, who preached on the New Jersey Cir- 
cuit in 1774. Asbury visited Rahway four different times, preaching in the 
new and still unfinished chapel in 1810. The present First U.M.C. building 
was dedicated in 1857. Trinity U.M.C. is an outgrowth of First church 
established in 1849. 


Continue on Grand Ave. to the intersection with N.J. #27, St. George's Ave. 
Turn right onto #27 North to ELIZABETH. At the intersection with N.J. #439, 
Elmora Ave., turn left onto #439, North. Pass the intersection with N.J. #28. Turn 
right at next light onto Magie Ave. Epworth U.M.C. is one block on your right. 

Return via #439 South to #27 (Rahway Ave.) Turn left onto #27 North. Pass 
two lights and take the next right onto Pearl Street. The second traffiic light is at 
Broad Street; St. James U.M.C. is on your left. 

Continue on Pearl Street to next left, Bridge Street. Go straight past city hall 
on Martin Luther King Plaza and onto Madison Avenue. Watch for Jefferson Park 
on your left and El Redentor U.M.C. (formerly Park church) on the right. 

Continue on Madison Ave. to second light. Turn left onto Fairmont Ave., which 
ends at Broad St. Turn right onto Broad St. and follow it through Hillside into 
Newark. 

Bishop Asbury visited ELIZABETH at least eleven times, accompanied 
at various times by Bishop Coke or Bishop McKendree. Asbury made special 
note in his journal of presiding at the wedding of pioneer circuit rider Thomas 
Morrell and his bride, Lydia Frazee, on May 24, 1802. 

Methodism's ministry in Elizabeth has been the story of outreach to the 
various neighborhoods and ethnic communities which have flourished in 
this city. At present, three United Methodist congregations are located in 
Elizabeth: St. James, founded as the result of a merger of two congrega- 
tions in 1876, traces its history back to the earliest Methodist society in the 
city. Epworth began its life as a Presbyterian Sunday School in 1871. El 
Redentor, originally Park church, was organized in 1875, and reorganized 
as an Hispanic congregation in 1980. 
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In NEWARK, Broad St. becomes Elizabeth Ave. Beautiful Weequahic Park is 
on your right. Turn left onto Keer Ave. Franklin-St. John's U.M.C. is three blocks 
up on your left. Turn around and go two blocks back Keer Ave. to Bergen St. and 
turn left. Take Bergen St. across #1-78 to Clinton Ave. and turn left. Trinity U.M.C. 
is 4 blocks up Clinton Ave. on the right. Return on Clinton Ave. to Bergen St. 
and turn left. Take Bergen St. to South Orange Avenue, just before the University 
of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey. Turn left onto South Orange Ave. St. 
Matthew's U.M.C. is three blocks away on the right. 

Once again, return to Bergen St. and turn left. Past the university campus, 
Bergen St. becomes 1st St. Take 1st St. past the intersection with #1-280 to its end 
at Park Ave. Watch for the historic (and very clean and comfortable) Newark City 
Subway on your right. The subway was built on the right-of-way of the old Morris 
Canal. At Park Ave. turn right into Branch Brook Park, and immediately right again 
and then left onto the park drive. Branch Brook Park is one of America's earliest, 
and loveliest large urban parks. Take the park drive to the first traffic light in the 
park, and turn right onto Heller Parkway in the Forest Hill section of Newark. At 
the third light. Mount Prospect Ave., turn left and go one block to St. Paul's- 
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Methodism in the city of NEWARK dates from the early 1780's. Dozens 
of Methodist congregations have served the city during the past two hun- 
dred years. Today we find four United Methodist churches in Newark. 
Franklin-St. John's is the oldest black congregation in our conference and 
mother church to several other congregations. St. Matthews and Trinity are 
also predominently black congregations while St. Paul's-Centenary serves 
the Hispanic community. Congregations in Springfield, South Orange, and 
East Orange also trace their histories to congregations begun in Newark. 
Asbury visited Newark frequently in his journeys to New Jersey. 

Continue on Mt. Prospect Ave. to its end at Belleville Ave. in BELLEVILLE. 
Turn right and take Belleville Ave. (County Spur #506) to the next light, and turn 
left on Washington Ave. Wesley U.M.C. is two blocks on the left. 

BELLEVILLE is one of the oldest churches in Northeastern New Jersey, 
and mother church for several others in the area. The congregation was 
organized in 1791, and named for the founder of Methodism, John Wesley, 
who died that vear. Bishoo Edmund lanes was licensed to preach in Belleviile 



Belleville was the second community in Northern New Jersey to receive 
a visit from Francis Asbury. Asbury preached in Belleville first in 1774 and 
returned many times. 

Go back one block on Washington Ave. to Rutgers St., N.}. #7 East. Turn left 
on #7 East and pass under N.}. #21 and over the Passaic River bridge. #7 becomes 
Belleville Turnpike. Take it up the hill, past the intersection with N.J. #17 to the 
intersection with Elm St. Turn right on Elm St., cross the railroad tracks, and then 
watch for Calvary U.M.C. of Arlington, in the city of KEARNY. 

Continue on Elm St. to the next comer and turn right on Quincy Ave. to the 
traffiic light. Turn left and go one block to Grace U.M.C. on your left, then turn 
around and take Kearny Ave. past First U.M.C. of Arlington (on the left) to the 
intersection with N.J. #7 and #17. 

We detour from the route taken by Bishop Asbury in 1813 to visit two 
congregations important in the history of ethnic ministries in New Jersey. 
Calvary church of ARLINGTON, one of three United Methodist congrega- 
tions in the city of Kearny, was organized in 1892 as the First Swedish 
Methodist Church. The sanctuary was built in 1896. 

Go straight onto N.J. #17 North, Ridge Road. Follow #17 North to interchange 
with N.J, #3 and follow signs to the right to #3 East. Take #3 to the interchange 
with the N.J. Turnpike, #1-95, at Giants Stadium. Follow signs to #1-95 North and 
take the local lanes to Exit #71, Broad St., LEONIA. Off the exit ramp, turn left 
onto Broad St. and watch for the church on the right. 

The first United Methodist congregation for Korean speaking Americans 
was organized in FORT LEE in 1972 by the Rev. Hae Jong Kim. The con- 
gregation relocated, first to EAST RUTHERFORD and then to TEANECK 
and, in 1975 to LEONIA, where they now are located. Over a dozen Korean 
language congregations have grown out of this pioneering ministry. 

Return to #1-95 South to #1-80 West to N.J. #17 North. Take #17 North to 
Waldwick exit, Sheridan Avenue Westbound. Off exit stay to right, following signs 
to Waldwick onto Prospect Street. Go to first light and turn left onto County #507 
South, Franklin Turnpike. WALDWICK U.M.C. is one block on your left at the 
intersection with #502. 

Asbury's next stop on his 1813 tour was WALDWICK whose first 
recorded Methodist preacher (in 1791) was Richard Whatcoat. The church 
was organized in 1797 and is the mother church of Methodist congregations 
in Allendale, Areola, Midland Park, Ridgewood, and Bergen Highlands. 

Take County #502, Wyckoff Avenue, west. Turn left at second light, Crescent 
Avenue. Crescent Ave. becomes Prospect Street. At the end, turn left on Godwin 
Avenue, one block to MIDLAND PARK U.M.C. on right. 


MIDLAND PARK also benefitted from a visit by Bishop Asbury in 1813. 
The present church building is located at the site of the general store in which 
the congregation was organized in 1802. Many pioneer Methodists were 
buried in the cemetery of this church. 

Return to County #507, Franklin Turnpike. Go North past Archer U.M.C. 
of ALLENDALE to SUFFERN, New York. (You can follow signs to Suffem U.M.C.) 
#507 leads onto U.S. #202 North to N.Y. #59 East, Lafayette Avenue. Take N.Y. 
#59 East to Tallman. Turn left at Cherry Lane intersection onto Spook Rock Road. 
Follow Spook Rock Road (left at the fork) to village of WESLEY HILLS. Watch for 
Wesley Chapel on right, just before U.S. #202. Then bear right onto #202. 

The 1813 trip marked Asbury's only recorded visit to Rockland County, 
N.Y. He visited two Methodist congregations, both still active in the North- 
ern New Jersey Conference. His first stop was at WESLEY CHAPEL. 
Methodist services have been held at this site since 1805. 

Take U.S. #202 East to U.S. #9W South in HAVERSTRAW. Follow 9W South 
to traffic light at railroad station. Turn left onto New Main Street. Follow Main 
Street past Broadway in downtown Haverstraw. Take next eight onto Fourth Street. 
Church is on right, La Resurreccion U.M.C. 

HAVERSTRAW, site of Asbury's second Rockland County stop, has a 
unique history. Circuit riders preached here as early as 1794, and the church 
grew and prospered in the nineteenth century. The second session of the 
Newark Annual Conference (now known as Northern New Jersey) was held 
in Haverstraw in 1859. Recently, the demographics of the Haverstraw com- 
munity have changed, and the congregation (now known as La Resurrec- 
cion U.M.C.) serves the Hispanic community. 

Return to U.S. #9W North to U.S. #202 West. At top of the hill, turn right 
off #202 West onto Rosman Road. The church is near the end of Rosman Road, 
on the right. 

Another Rockland County congregation with a unique history is 
THIELLS. The church was chartered in London by John Wesley in 1784 as 
a mission to the Minneceongo, a Native American tribe. By the early nine- 
teenth century white settlers predominated in the community, and in the 
congregation as well. The present church building is located on the original 
site. The church's unusudl charter is found in the archives of City Road 
Chapel in London, England, and a facsimile is displayed at the church. 

Continue to the end of Rosman Road. Turn left onto Thiells-Mount Ivy Road 
back to U.S. #202. At #202 turn left, then make two rights onto the Palisades 
Parkway, North. Take the Parkway to Exit #15, then turn right on Gate Hill Road 
into Harriman State Park. 


BISHOP ASBURY'S JOURNEY 
TO NORTHWESTERN NEW JERSEY IN 1789 

Francis Asbury made many visits to Northwestern New Jersey, begin- 
ning in 1784. His itinerary in 1789 was particularly extensive, and thus an 
ideal route for us to follow. As you travel through Harriman State Park, 
a section of Palisades Interstate Park in New York and New Jersey, remember 
that much of the land that Asbury travelled through on these journeys was 
not farmland (much less suburban housing developments) but forest. The 
views you see in the state park are not unlike those Asbury encountered 
as he travelled the hiU country of New Jersey. 

In Harriman State Park, follow Gate Hill Road and County #106 onto N.Y. 
#17 A West to WARWICK. (Warwick U.M.C. is a part of the New York Annual 
Conference. Francis Asbury stopped to preach here in 1780. on his way to New Jersey. 
Follow signs to the church.) At intersection with N.Y. #94 turn left onto #94 West. 
In New Jersey this highway becomes N.J. #94 South, and soon merges with County 
#515. At separation of #94 South and #515 South, turn right onto #94 South, and 
go one block to VERNON U.M.C. Then continue on #94 South through New Jersey 
ski country. 

Asbury was accompanied on his 1789 travels by future bishop, Richard 
Whatcoat. Their first stop in New Jersey was in VERNON, where Asbury 
preached in Nathan Benjamin's barn. The present sanctuary was built in 
1872. 

Take N.J. #94 South to N.J. #15 North in Lafayette. Stay right onto #15 North, 
and follow it to intersection with U.S. #206. Go straight onto U.S. #202 North. 
Take first right onto Plains Road (County Fairgrounds sign). Follow Plains Road 
to FRANKFORD PLAINS, U.M.C. on right. 

Asbury's next stop was at FRANKFORD PLAINS. This church is located 
at the site of a Lutheran Church dating back to the 1740's. By 1787, 
Methodists had taken over use of the original buBding. Jesse Lee, Robert 
Strawbridge, Ezekiel Cooper, and Thomas Morrell all preached at Frankford 
Plains, which is today undergoing a building and expansion program. 

Return to U.S. #206 South and follow it to NEWTON. At courthouse square 
junction N.J. #94 and County #519, follow #202 South. At next fork, #206 bears 
to the left, but you stay straight onto Ryerson Avenue. The church is at the end 
of Ryerson Avenue. 

While Asbury may not have stopped in NEWTON on his journey in 
1789, he did visit the community as early as 1784, when he stayed with his 
friend, the Rector of the Episcopalian church and preached at the courthouse. 
Asbury also made subsequent visits to Newton. 
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The old First Methodist Church building stood on the courthouse square. 
Today's modern facility was dedicated in 1963. 

In 1811, Bishop Asbury said of the congregation at Newton: "The minds 
of the people were open for the reception of the truth." Much has come 
from the ministry of this congregation. 

Return to U.S. #206 North around the courthouse square. At next light, turn 
left onto County #519 North. At next important intersection (Don Bosco College) 
turn left onto County #622. Follow #622 to its end at County #521 in SWARTS- 
WOOD. Turn right on #521 North to second left, and go up the hill to Aldersgate 
Center. Return to #421 and turn right, #521 South, three blocks to Dietz Center, 
Aldersgate's waterfront area. 
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Aldersgate, the Camp, Conference and Retreat Center of the Northern 
New Jersey Conference is located west of Newton at scenic Swartswood 
Lake. Facilities include a tent and trailer campground, a fully equipped and 
staffed conference center, facilities for year round retreats and summer camp- 
ing, picnic areas, a swimming pool, a variety of sport and play fields, and 
a waterfront for boating. 

Return to Newton via County #622, and turn right onto County #519 South. 
Continue on #519 at courthouse square, merging with #94 South. Watch for left 
turn (before hospital) for #519 South. Stay on #519 South to intersection with County 
#661. Go straight into JOHNSONBURG. Church and Van Ness House are on the 
right. 

At JOHNSONBURG, then known as “Log Gaol" (or “Log Jail"), Bishop 
Asbury preached in the Episcopal Church, which stiU stands as a private 
residence, the Van Ness House. The Methodist church building was con- 
structed in 1850. 

Take #519 South. Just before the underpass for #1-80 is the cemetery on the 
site of "Union Chapel" (on your left). Continue South on #519 into HOPE and in- 
tersection with County #521 and #609. Stay straight on #609 one block to the church 
on your left. Then take next right to MT. HERMON. 

HOPE was established as a Moravian community in the 1770's. 
Methodist chapels were built at Union Chapel in 1810, at Mount Mermon 
in 1811, and in the village of Hope itself in 1832. Nothing remains of Union 
Chapel but the grave yard. The present buildings at Hope and Mt. Hermon 
are of more recent vintage. Asbury's 1789 trip was one of several to visit 
these congregations. 

Near Hope is Jenny Jump State Park on Jenny Jump Mountain, so named 
(according to loci legend) because of the words a early white settler yefled 
to his daughter when chased to the edge of a cHff by some unfriendly natives. 
She jumped, and her father, standing below was able to catch her. 

Return to County #519. Turn right onto #519 South to U. S. #46. Turn left 
onto #46 East. In BUTTZVILLE turn left, up the hill at the Mountain lake sign 
onto Green Pond Road. Church is on right. 

BUTTZVILLE was the next stop on Bishop Asbury's itinerary in 1789. 
The cemetery here dates from the 1840's. The present church was constructed 
in 1875. Two famous names in New Jersey Methodism are associated with 
Buttzville. George Banghart, a noted early nineteenth century preacher, was 
raised in the community. Henry Buttz, grandson of Buttzville's founder, was 
president of Drew Theological Seminary. Also, consider a visit to the new 
state fish hatchery at Townsbury. 


Return to U.S. #46 East through Townsbury and Great Meadows to VIEN- 
NA. Church is on left. "Cummins Farm" is down #46 on the right. 

In VIENNA, Bishop Asbury stayed at the Cummins farm. On a subse- 
quent trip in 1807, worship services were held in the family's kitchen. He 
may also have preached in Vienna's first chapel, which was still uncompleted 
when he visited in 1811. The present church was constructed on the same 
site in 1854. 

Return to Buttzville via U.S. #46 West, and turn left onto N.J. #31 South. 
In OXFORD, turn right at the light and go one block. Colonial U.M.C. is on 
your left, next to "Oxford Furnace" state historic site. 

The OXFORD U.M.C., while not mentioned in Asbury's Journals, oc- 
cupies a unique place in the history of New Jersey and the United States. 
During the Revolutionary War, Oxford Furnace made cannonballs for 
Washington's army from locally mined iron. Next door to the furnace was 
the historic grist mill, also dating from colonial times. In 1913, Methodists 
in Oxford remodelled the grist mill as their new sanctuary in a lovely historic 
and scenic setting. 

Return to N.J. #31 and continue South to WASHINGTON. At junction with 
N.J. #57, turn right onto #57 West. Church is one block on your right. Follow #57 
West to BROADWAY; the U.M.C. is on your left. Take the next left toward 
ASBURY. The church will be on your right. 

In 1796, ASBURY, N. J., became the first town in America to be named 
for the bishop. The change of name took place on the occasion of the laying 
of the cornerstone of the first Methodist church built in northwestern New 
Jersey, and Asbury himself was present. He visited many other times, the 
first of these stops coming on his 1789 tour. Asbury stayed with Col. William 
McCullough, and preached in his barn until the church building was com- 
pleted. The present church was built in 1914. 

In Asbury take a right turn just before the bridge, and follow the Musconet- 
cong River on County #632. Bear right at the end onto N.J. #173 South, then left 
at the fork onto #639. Continue along the Musconetcong into Warren Glen, briefly 
on #519 South, and, still following the river, straight on County #627 to 
FINESVILLE. 


FRANCIS ASBURY'S CROSS STATE TOUR IN 1811 

Francis Asbury concluded the New Jersey portion of his 1789 tour when 
he crossed the Delaware River into Pennsylvania near FINESVILLE. This 



12 


13 


community was also the first stopping place on the third of Asbury's tours 
that we shall follow, this one occuring in 1811. Asbury preached at a local 
schoolhouse whose schoolmaster, William Godley, was an active Methodist. 

Return to Asbury and, turning first left then right, through town on County 
#632. Cross overN.J. #31, straight to ANDERSON. The church is at the intersec- 
tion with N.J. #57. 

In 1860, the Rev. Jacob S. Hardin, pastor of the ANDERSON church, 
was convicted of murdering his wife and hanged on the courthouse square 
in front of the BELVIDERE church. 



Finesville Methodist Church, Finesville, N.}. 


Bear right onto N.J. #57 East. Take next left at blinking light onto County #629 
to PORT MURRAY. McCrea Memorial U.M.C. is on your right. Continue up 
hill and bear left at a fork to MOUNT BETHEL. Church is on right. 

Bishop Asbury continued on from Finesville to the town which bears 
his name, and then on to MOUNT BETHEL. Asbury had given the town 
its biblical name on a previous visit in 1809. Within the present building. 


Return to N.J. #57 and turn left. East to junction with N.J. #24 and #182. 
Turn left onto #182 to U.S. #46. Turn left onto #46 West. HACKETTSTOWN 
U.M.C, will be on your right. Centenary College is several blocks to the left. 



From Mt. Bethel, Asbury continued on to visit Vienna, Hope, Johnson- 
burg, and Newton on his 1811 journey. Since we have already visited these 
communities, our itinerary will take a detour to two towns which Asbury 
visited on other of his many journeys in this area. He preached in 
HACKETTSTOWN in 1796 and near TRANQUILITY in 1803. 

While in Hackettstown, visit Centenary College, founded in 1866 by the 
Newark Annual Conference in commemoration of the one hunderedth an- 
niversary of Methodism in America. The first classes were held in 1874. 
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Centenary has been, through the years a women's college, a co-educational 
preparatory school, a women's preparatory school, and a junior college for 
women. Today it offers both two year associate degrees and four year 
bachelors degrees, with a day program for women and a co-educational even- 
ing session. The second woman ordained in the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
the Rev. Puera Robison, was a faculty member at Centenary in the 1920's. 

From U.S. #46 West turn right onto County #517 North. Watch for PAN- 
THER VALLEY church on your right. Cross over #1-80 and continue on #517 North 
to TRANQUILITY. Church is just off the highway on your left. 



Waterloo United Methodist 


PANTHER VALLEY'S church is an ecumenical congregation sponored 
by the United Methodists and three other Protestant denominations. In 
TRANQUILITY Asbury is said to have preached from a haystack. 

Return ma #517 South to #1-80. Take 1-80 East to exit #25, U.S. #206 North, 
and follow historic marker signs to WATERLOO. The church is in the center of 
the village. 

We rejoin Francis Asbury's 1811 itinerary as we travel to WATERLOO. 
Asbury preached at nearby Lockwood. Waterloo today has no permanent 
residents, but is visited by thousands as it has been beautifully restored as 
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a village of the mid-nineteenth centtiry. Nevertheless, the Waterloo U.M.C., 
located in the center of the village, is an active congregation today with an 
important ministry in this historic town on the Morris Canal. 

Return to U.S. #206 South, which merges with #1-80 East. At exit #27 follow 
#206 South. Watch for signs for FLANDERS, and turn left at the stop light into 
town. Bear left at the fork, and cross the railroad tracks. The church is on the right. 

Once again we make a slight detour from Asbury's itinerary to visit 
historic FLANDERS. History records that in 1787, he preached to nearly a 
thousand people in some woods near the present church. The first church 
was built around 1790, and the present one around 1857. 

Continue on Eyeland Avenue from Flanders to N.J. #10. Turn right onto #10 
East and follow it to the junction with County #513. Take #513 North to DOVER. 
First U.M.C. is on #513, Blackwell Street, at Essex Street (on your left). Then 
turn around and go South on #513, two blocks on Sussex Street, Turn right on 
Sussex Street, and go three blocks to Grace U.M.C. at the intersection with U.S. #46. 

Two United Methodist churches stand today in DOVER, the next stop 
on Asbury's 1811 tom. Grace Chmch stands on the original chmch site. First 
Church having moved five blocks away in 1872. Today, the ministry of First 
Church includes Spanish language services for a growing Hispanic com- 
munity in Dover. 

Take U.S. 46 East to interchange with N.}. #53. Take #53 South. MOUNT 
TABOR U.M.C. and Camp Meeting Ground will be on your left. 



A GROUP WHO WERE AT TABOR DURING THE FIRST TWENTY YEARS 

1889 

Conference Camp Meeting Ground, Mt. Tabor, with Group of Founders of the Camp Meeting of 1869 at 
20th Anniversary, 1889. The Rev. Dr. Robert Drew Simpson, former pastor of the present Methodist Church 
of Mt. Tabor, Morris County, New Jersey, made this remarkable picture available from a slide. "If we could 
identify those in the picture," said Eh. Simpson, "we would probably see many of the founders of the Newark 
Cottference and their wives and relatives." 


MOUNT TABOR holds a unique place in the history of Methodism in 
Northern New Jersey. This community was chartered in 1869 as a Methodist 
camp meeting ground. Originally, the town consisted of tents set up along 
the streets named for prominent Methodists. At the center of the town is 
the Tabernacle on Trinity Circle. Here the activities of camp life were 
centered. As years have gone by the tents have been replaced by cottages 
and homes, but a summer festival is still held each year in the Tabernacle. 
The local Methodist congregation, established in 1942, provides for the 
spiritual life of Mt. Tabor. The old section offers rare specimins of Victorian 
"camp meeting" architecture. 



Morristown United Methodist Church 


Continue on N.J. #53 South to its end. Turn right under the railroad bridge 
onto U.S. 202 South. Take #202 South past Speedwell Village into MORRISTOWN. 
At the junction with N.J. #24 and County #510, look for the United Methodist 
Church on the square. 

Asbury continued on in 1811 from Dover to MORRISTOWN, where he 
had preached in the previous year at the Presbyterian church. Methodist 
class meetings were begun as early as 1815, with a church built in 1827. Mor- 
ristown hosted the organizing session of the newly formed Newark Annual 
Conference in 1858. The present church was dedicated in 1870, and exten- 
sively rebuilt following a fire in 1972. The Korean U.M.C. of Morristown 
began holding services in 1976. 

Also in Morristown, you can visit the National Historic Park where 
George Washington and his troops spent three winters during the American 
Revolution. Visit the Ford House, Fort Nonsense, and Jockey Hollow. In 
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addition, Morristown is the home of Speedwell Village and the workshop 
of Samuel Morse, inventor of the telegraph. The first Newark Conference 
Camp Meeting was held at Speedwell Lake in August, 1866. 

From the square take N.J. #24 East into MADISON. You ivill find Drew 
University on your right, and then the Madison U.M. C. and the Northern New 
Jersey Conference Office. 

As you follow the trail of Asbury's 1811 journeys, be sure to stop in 
MADISON, the home of an active United Methodist church dating from 
the 1820's, the central office of the Northern New Jersey Annual Conference, 
located next door to the church, and Drew University. Drew was founded 
in 1867 by Daniel Drew, prominent Methodist and financier, as a theological 
seminary for training Methodist clergy. The addition of a liberal arts college 
and graduate school has led to the growth of one of the outstanding private 
universities in New Jersey and the Northeast. Among many noteworthy 
points of interest are the statue of the man whose journeys we have been 
following. This portrayal of Bishop Francis Asbury on horseback stands just 
inside the main entrance to the University. The campus is also the location 
of the United Methodist Archives Center. This library and museum houses 
the largest collection of Methodist related materials in North America, if not 
the world. It is also the headquarters of the Commission on Archives and 
History of the United Methodist Church, and the depository for the archives 
of the Northern New Jersey Conference Historical and Archival Society. 

Continue East on N.J. #24. Pass the CHATHAM U.M.C. on your left. At 
the interchange with N.J. #124, take the exit ramp to the right onto River Road. 
Follow River Road. Just before the bridge crossing the river, turn left onto Passaic 
Avenue, Take Passaic Avenue to its intersection with County #512 at the railroad 
station. Turn right onto #512 West. Watch for the NEW PROVIDENCE U,M.C. 
on your right. 

In 1806, Asbury prayed for a proposed camp meeting at NEW PRO- 
VIDENCE, asking: "May it give new springs and tone to the work of God 
in the Jerseys." He returned to the community as his last preaching appoint- 
ment on his 1811 visit to the state. On your way to New Providence, original- 
ly known as 'Turkey," you pass through Chatham, where Asbury had stop- 
ped and preached in 1796. Chatham's first Methodist preacher was the Rev. 
Thomas Morell in 1785. 

The first Methodist chapel in New Providence was built in 1803. The 
present church was built in 1857 and has been enlarged and modernized 
many times through the years. Freeborn Garrettson preached in New Pro- 
vidence in 1791. 


ii 

'Wi 



Chatham— 1898 Methodist Church 


Return to N.J. #24. Take N.J. #24 East to #1-78 East. Take 1-78 onto the N.J. 
Turnpike's Hudson County Extension, toward the Holland Tunnell (still 1-78 East). 
Take the Grand St., JERSEY CITY exit straight onto Center St. Go straight to Mon- 
tgomery St. and turn right. Follow Montgomery St. to city hall. Grove St. Turn 
right on Grove St.; Lafayette U.M.C. is on the left. 

Then continue on Grove St. to Grand St. Turn right and take Grand St. under 
the Turnpike, past Summit Ave. and turn right on Communipaw Ave. On Com- 
munipaw Ave. pass Bergen St. and watch for Clair Memorial U.M.C. on the left. 

Continuing on Communipaw Ave. to the next comer, turn left on John F. Ken- 
nedy Boulevard, County #501 South. Pass Jersey City State College, then turn left 
on Dwight St. Go one and a half blocks to Bethany-Browne Memorial U.M.C. 

Then go around the comer to the right and take the next block, Fulton Ave. 
back to J.F. Kennedy Blvd. and turn left. Take J.F.K. Blvd., #501 South, past Bergen 
St., and watch for the Church of the Covenant on the right. 

Next, turn around and head back on J.F. Kennedy Blvd., #501 North. Pass 
J.C. State College and St. Peter's College. Where J.F.K. Blvd turns right, look for 
Christ U.M.C. and Korean U.M.C. on the left. 

Continue on J.F.K. Blvd. through Journal Square, and take the next right onto 
Pavonia Ave. At the next light, turn left onto Summit Ave. Take Summit Ave. 
past the reservoirs. Trinity U.M.C. is on the left on the comer of Bowers St. Turn 
left and take Bowers St. to its end at J.F.K. Blvd. Turn left and take J.F.K. Blvd 
to its intersection with U.S. #1 and #9. Turn right and follow the signs to #1 & 
#9 South, the Pulaski Skyway. 
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ADDITIONAL SOUTHERN DISTRICT CHURCHES 
VISITED BY FRANCIS ASBURY 



The conclusion of Bishop Asbury's 1811 visit to New Jersey was a ferry 
boat ride from JERSEY CITY to New York. Through the years, Methodist 
congregations in this great gateway city have served immigrants from all 
over the world, often with worship services in their own languages such 
as Swedish, Norwegian, German, Danish, Italian, Russian, Lithuanian, and 
Polish. Today, such services are held in Spanish at Lafayette U.M.C., and 
Korean and Egyptian at Christ U.M.C. Clair Memorial U.M.C. is a 
predominently black congregation, and inter-racial congregations with ser- 
vices in English meet at Covenant, Bethany-Browne, Trinity, and Christ 
churches. 

Jersey City is, of course, the home of Liberty State Park, gateway to the 
Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island, located a few hundred yards off-shore. 


Take #1 & #9 South to Newark Airport and the interchange with U.S. #22. 
Follow signs to #22 West. Follow #22 West through UNION, SPRINGFIELD, and 
the PIAINFIELDS. At the exit for SOMERVILLE, stay to the right, and follow 
signs into Somerville on Grove St. At the High St. intersection, turn right and 
take High St. three blocks to the church on the right. 

We conclude our tour of historic United Methodist churches of Northern 
New Jersey with a visit to some more of the first congregations visited by 
Bishop Francis Asbury in the years prior to 1789. In 1787, Asbiuy's last North- 
ern New Jersey stop on tour which began in Vernon was at SOMERVILLE. 
Here he stayed and preached at the home of William Wallace. The Wallace 
House is today a New Jersey state historic site, for it served as headquarters 
for General George Washington during the Revolutionary War years of 1778 
to 1779. 

Return to U.S. #22. Take #22 West to WHITEHOUSE, and turn right onto 
County #523 North. At junction with County #517, go straight onto #517 North 
into OLDWICK. Church is on left. 

Asbury visited Oldivick, then known as Germantown, in 1782. Local 
leaders of the dominent Dutch Reformed Church were unhappy with his 
preaching here, and the resulting uproar saw several members of the Dutch 
church disciplined for their sympathy with the Methodists. These members, 
such as Tunis MeUck, Godfrey Pinehart, and Mindurt Farley, became leaders 
of the Methodist society in Oldwick. The first chapel was built in 1824, and 
was later moved to CALIFON, where it still stands as a part of that church's 
building. The present Oldwick church was dedicated in 1866. 

For CALIFON, take County #517 North to FAIRMOUNT. (Church is on 
right.) Turn left onto County #512, West into Califon. fust before the bridge, turn 
left onto River Road. Church is on left. 

Then return to Oldwick and County #523 South. Follow #523 into FLEM- 
INGTON. (Church is on left.) At N.f. #12, turn right and folow #12 West. At 
County #519, turn left, and follow #519 South. KINGWOOD U.M.C. is on the 
right. 

KINGWOOD was the third Northern New Jersey community (after Perth 
Amboy and Belleville) in which Francis Asbury visited and held preaching 
services. He preached at the home of Isaac Bonnei, and also, according to 
local history, from a "Pulpit Rock" on the farm of Thomas West. "Pulpit 
Rock" is still today owned by the Kingwood U.M.C. Located behind the 
church, it is the site of an annual historic festival held in October. 
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Kingwood is the final stop on our tour of historic congregations of the 
Northern New Jersey Conference of the United Methodist Church. We have 
criss-crossed the northern half of the state, as well as visiting neighboring 
New York State. We have visited big cities, suburbs, small towns, and rural 
crossroads. We have seen congregations and church buildings large and 
small, young and old, ministering in a wide variety of settings and even 
of languages. 

We might have stopped for days or weeks with any of these congrega- 
tions, and learned a great deal more about their pride in their history, their 
enthusiasm for their church today, and their hope and faith for their drurch s 
future. In 1809, Bishop Francis Asbury wrote: "God has visited and will yet 
powerfully visit Jersey." For United Methodists, his words are as true to- 
day as they ever were. 
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